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Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Excellencies, 
Distinguished colleagues, 

It is a great pleasure to join you today at the BulAtom International Conference, and I 
would like to thank the organisers for the invitation to address this distinguished 
audience. 

On behalf of the International Atomic Energy Agency, I warmly welcome all participants 
to this important forum, which has become a key platform for dialogue, knowledge 
exchange and cooperation across the nuclear community. 

 

This year’s conference theme —“Bulgarian Nuclear Energy – National, Regional and 
World Energy Security” — is both timely and highly relevant. 

Bulgaria has long played an important role in nuclear energy in Europe. With the 
continued safe and reliable operation of the Kozloduy Nuclear Power Plant, and with 
ambitious plans to expand nuclear capacity through new units and potential 
deployment of small modular reactors, the country is clearly positioning nuclear energy 
as a cornerstone of its future energy system. 

These developments reflect a broader global trend, where more and more countries are 
turning to nuclear energy to enhance energy security, reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions, and ensure stable and resilient electricity systems. 

 

In this context, the role of the IAEA remains central. 

The Agency provides comprehensive support to Member States across the full 
spectrum of nuclear activities, including: 

• Nuclear safety, ensuring that the highest standards are applied in the design, 
construction and operation of nuclear facilities; 

• Nuclear security and safeguards, ensuring that nuclear material and 
technology are used solely for peaceful purposes; 

• Nuclear applications, delivering benefits in medicine, agriculture and industry; 
and 



• Nuclear energy, where we support countries in planning, developing, and 
sustaining nuclear power programmes. 

As part of the Division of Nuclear Power, we work closely with Member States — 
including Bulgaria — to support all phases of nuclear power development, from 
newcomer or expanding considerations, to long-term operation and advanced 
technologies. 

In the case of Bulgaria an IAEA SALTO (Safety Aspects of Long Term Operation) peer 
review concluded in 2023 confirmed that the plant has implemented the key measures 
necessary for safe long-term operation, in line with international safety standards.  

Looking ahead, Bulgaria’s nuclear programme and planned new build require continued 
focus on workforce development, supply chain readiness, and licensing. The IAEA stand 
ready to support Bulgaria through all our mechanisms such as technical meetings, 
coordinated research projects, and targeted capacity-building initiatives or special 
review missions when requested. 

As an example I recently review and recommended Bulgaria’s participation in the new 
IAEA Coordinated Research Project on Ex-Vessel Corium Cooling: From PIRT to 
Accident Management, and look forward to other areas the agency can assist or 
benefit from your experiences. 

 

Allow me to highlight a few tools and initiatives that are particularly relevant in this 
context. 

The IAEA’s Power Reactor Information System (PRIS) provides comprehensive, 
reliable data on nuclear power plant performance worldwide, supporting benchmarking 
and decision-making. 

The Advanced Reactor Information System (ARIS) offers detailed information on 
innovative reactor technologies, enabling Member States to assess and compare design 
options. This includes the IAEA SMR Catalogue that provides a neutral and structured 
overview of small modular reactor technologies under development.  

The Reactor Technology Assessment (RTA) methodology and associated toolkit and 
materials support countries in selecting appropriate technologies based on national 
needs, infrastructure and strategic priorities, and has been widely used by Member 
States for both large reactors and SMRs. It provides them with insights on the best 
technology choice for their specific needs while also enabling deep learning in 
preparation to be a knowledgeable owner / operator.   



Finally, the IAEA continues to invest strongly in capacity building, including basic-
principle educational training simulators, which play a key role in developing the next 
generation of nuclear professionals. 

 

In closing, 

I would like to commend Bulgaria for its continued commitment to the safe, secure and 
sustainable use of nuclear energy. 

I also wish all participants a successful and productive conference, with fruitful 
discussions and new partnerships that will contribute to advancing nuclear energy — 
not only in Bulgaria, but globally. 

Thank you. 

 


